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PRESENTATION 


Several of our readers are probably wondering what is the Anime 
Shower Special. \t is mainly about shower scenes in Japanese 
animation, but it goes further than that. It not only displays shower 
scenes, but also nudity and erotism. It takes examples from both 
anime and manga (Japanese comics). | can still see that there is a 
question mark on your face. Why? What's the purpose of this issue? 
Our objectives are to offer a nice and entertaining product, to make 
peoplethink aboutthe phenomenon of nudity in Japanese animation 
and about the censorship it generates. The purpose is mainiy 
artistic. But Art exist to stimulate the mind... 


Unfortunately, nudity in Art is a touchy subject and inevitably gives 
birth to controversy. Last year, our first installment of the Anime 
Shower Special was severely criticizec because of this. We made 
our major point on the fact that violence was more easily tolerated 
inthe U.S. than nudity and, strangely, we got very few reactions on 
that. One person agreed that American puritanism and the 
“banalisation” of violence by the media were to blame. Most of the 
reactions rather tended towards the fact that we were showing nude 
WOMEN. 


The most interesting reactions were published in our Protoculture 
Addicts magazine. The Anime Shower was found to be “sexist and 
insulting” by some because it stripped women of their dignity and 
reducedthem to “something less than human”. Itwas also accused 
of being “crude and degrading". | do not intend to make astatement 
on feminism (because | believe in it) but some people have push 
their argumentation so far (maybe to get attention) that they have 
lostall perspective onthe real situation. They tend to confuse a well- 
intentioned publication (like ours) with some sleazy magazines. 


We were accused of acrime we didn't commit. We just wanted to 
make an honest statement about nudity and a stand against cen- 
sorship. Nudity is natural and beautiful. Ifthere was mostly women 
in the last issue (in fact there were two illustrations displaying men) 
it is NOT because we think that women are objects to be leered at 
or used. On the contrary, we have always promoted equality and 
mutual respect: if nudity was really considered normal and not an 
instrument of sexuality, the so-called “girlie mentality" couldn't 
exist. We displayed mostly women because the Japanese anima- 


tion is displaying mostly women. 


representation of a reality. We di 


product, handling the subject with 
with sexuality or violence. Youwil 


It is not a choice but merely the 
id our best to present an artful 
taste and avoiding to link nudity 
notice that this issue is display- 


ing more men (almost everything we could find). 


Anyway, we do not want here to make the apology of nudity in 
Japanese comics. We are only pointing out the existence of the 
phenomenon. Nudity has a diffused omnipresence in anime & 
manga because it is a part of the Japanese mentality. It could take 
its origin inthe ancient art of woodblock prints, used to depict erotic 
scenes, but most probably both have beencreated bya determinism 
of the Japanese geo-social environment: promiscuity generated by 
the insular character of the territory made the acceptance of nudity 
anecessity. A constant exposition to nudity in public baths shared 
by both sexes gave ita natural character devoid of sexual meaning. 


O 


It is sad though that Japanese animation and comics often goes 
beyond this harmless, artful nudity or mild eroticism by associating 
it to sex, violence and even scatology. As Frederik L. Schodt 
mentioned (Manga! Manga! The World of Japanese Comics. New 
York, Kodansha, 1983. In chapter “Regulation versus Fantasy”, pp. 
120-137), those excesses take their origin in the sixties with the 
same realistic and taboo-smashing trend that gave birth to the 
under ground comics in the U.S.. It was a kind of artistic rebellion 
against censorship of the past centuries. This led to animations with 
mild sex (like the Cream Lemon series), other with excessive vio- 
lence (Fist of the North Star, Violence Jack), or a tasteless blend of 
both like in Wandering Child. But those are very popular. You 
should have seen the crowd in front of the General Product's booth 
at AnimeCon when they took out the adult comics! 


Those excesses (particularly the depiction of High Schcol students 
as object of sex) has restarted the debate on censorship (which is 
prohibited by the Japanese constitution). Nevertheless, obscenity 
is illegal according to Article 175 of the penal code (meaning that 
adult genitalia, pubic hair, and sexual intercourse should not be 
seen in comics) but, of course, this interdiction is more and more 
defied. The good side of this increasing freedom is a greater 
creativity, while the American comics seemed stuck in a creative 
ghetto by overregulation. The Japanese artists are limited only by 
the tolerance of their readership. They seem to have such a moral 
discipline that they never confuse their fantasy world with reality, 
and are not influenced by it. The Japanese society is still very 
conservative, quite unviolent and with an extremely low crime rate 
(including sex crimes). An example to follow? Not entirely since 
Japanese society is male-oriented and the status of woman still 
needs great improvement. Think about all this (op. cit, p. 126-132: 
GROENSTEEN, Thierry. L ‘Univers des Mangas. Tournai, Casterman, 
1991. p. 40). 


One of our faithful reader has suggested that we feature ourselves, 
giving that way a more “revealing” look at the men behind lanus! 
Being unable to refuse a challenge, here is our staff: Alex, Clodjee, 
Pierre, and Martin. | hope you will enjoy our selection of “shower” 
scenes. This time, as color insert, we are offering a pin-up 1992 
calendar doubled by a gorgeous poster of our new comic by Tim 
Eldred: Cybersuit Arkadyne. See you next year. 
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No, ladies and gentlemen, 
thisis NOT a girl! Amaterasu 
no Mikado (Ladioss Sopp), 
the principal character of 
Five Star Stories, looks very... 
feminine. To the point that 
he is often mistaken for a 
woman and that his dou- 
bles often are women! 
M.O. 


ONE MAN, TWO PATHS 
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by Tim ELDRED and Jonathan JARRARD. Issue 1 (of 6) Available MARCH 1992s 


from IANUS Publications. $2.50 US ($2.95 Can). 3 
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VOTOMS is the story of a fugitive 
robot pilot, Chirico Cuvie, who Is 
caught up in a complex military 
scandal and pursued by various 
factions across the wartorn Astragus 
Galaxy. Over time, Chirico allies 
himself and fallsin love with PROTO- 
4, the female Perfect Soldier (ge- 
netically-creared supersoldier) who 
wasthe subject of the scandal itself. 
Their battle escalates to decide the 
future of their entire galaxy when 
Chirico discovers himself linked to 
the Godlike wiseman computer 
and threatens to dominate his pur- 
suers! 


In thisscene from Episode 6, Chirico 
and his companions, Vanilla, 
Coconna, and Goto, have srolen 
police uniforms and creep through 
anenemy installation, accidentally 
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Story: Tim Eldred 

Art: Tim Eldred 

and Steve Krueger 
Frequency: Monthly — 

4 issues published in 1990, 
4 more published in 1991 
under the tirle “Shatterpoinr” 
Publisher: Eternity Comics 
Editor: Chris Vim 


Broid is the story of one man’s 
stand against tyranny in a 
crumbling world of the future. 
Here, the one man takes a 
well-deserved break... 


passing a certain generically-cre- Tim Eldred, writer and artist, who has worked on such comic titles as 
ated supersoldier partaking in a LENSMAN, CAPTAIN HARLOCK, and ROBOTECH for Eternity Comics, 
revitalizing energy bath. While the will debur his new series CYBERSUIT ARKADYNE in 1992 in an 
others ponder their predicament, exclusive publishing arrangement with lanus Publications. 


Vanilla characteristically enjoys the 
view... 


PLATOON 


Story: Tim Eldred 
Art: Tim Eldred and Sreve Krueger 
Frequency: Monthly (6 issues released 
1991) 

Publisher: Aircel Comics 
Editor: Chris Ulm 

Price: $2.25 US/ $2 70 Can 


Forcenruries the Gaiharran and Saringer 
galactic armies have waged a terrirorial 
war and occupied planet after planet ro 
establish colonies for their people With 
war came field experiments in CHASER 
PLATOON, Golon Herow of the tron 
Infantry and Ellen Reddix of Covert Sec- 
tion find themself on opposire sides of a 
complex Gaiharran operarion tharcould 
change the face of the enrire war 


SSE 


NOTE: CHASER PLATOON was neavily inspired by ARMORED TROOPER VOTOMS (your eyes do not deceive you) 


Here, we learn why Ellen's Cover! Section ise’? parriculerly worried abou! prociaiming itself with prominent insignia... 
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Canadian price includes GST 
All price includes Postage & Handling 
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Are you ready for the 
U.S. Manga Corps” Invasion? 


Tired of poor quality, 
third-hand anime 
dubs with lousy 
subtitles (or none at 
all) in horrible 
packaging? 


So is 
U.S. Manga 
Corps!™ 


Our mission is to 
bring you the best 
anime straight from 
Japan, and deliver it 
with the product 
quality and customer 
service that you 
deserve. All U.S. 
Manga Corps™ 
anime are: 


* Legally licensed 
from the original 
producers 


* Professionally 
translated and 
subtitled 


* Duplicated by 
America's best labs 
onto quality video 
cassettes 


* Sold in authentic 
four color packaging 


... and best of all, 


* Reasonably 
Priced! 


Now Shipping! 


Shirow Masamune's 
classic: 
Dominion Act lI. 


Sexy cat sisters 
Annapuna and 
Unipuma ally with 
grotesque cyborg 
Buaku in naked 
aggression against 
the forces of good, 
led by the inimitable 
Tank Police! Color, 
stereo, 40 minutes. 
Original Japanese 
dialogue with English 
subtitles. Only $34.95 
(+$3.00 P&H). Ask 
your video or comic 
store, or order direct: 
1-800-833-7456 


(9am-6pm EST, M-F) 


Coming Next! 


Project A-ko 
Gall Force 

MD Geist 
Explorer Woman 


+ 4 4% 


Crystal Triangle 
* Alien X 


...and many, many 
more! 


JOIN THE U.S. 
MANGA MARINES!: 


Free! Mail us your 
name and address on 
a postcard or letter, 
and we'll keep you 
updated on all of our 
new releases. Or, fax 
us at 1-212-977-8709 
any time. 


U.S.MANGA 
Micon Pp sp 
301 West 53rd Street 

13th Floor 


New York, NY 
10019 


‘ (212) 977-7456 


(212) 977-8709 Fax 


